MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18 MARCH 2008
Attendees at the meeting were welcomed by the President of the Belconnen Community Council (BCC), Stephen Bounds. 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm and was held in the Community Room, Upstairs Belconnen Library, Chandler Street, Belconnen.

The original agenda of the meeting was amended to allow the Giralang Residents’ Action Group (GRAG) to address the meeting. 

Giralang Residents’ Action Group
Peter Nolan of the GRAG informed the meeting that the Giralang shops had not been serving the needs of the community since their virtual closure 3 years ago. The shops are owned by the lessees and are not community property. A recent divisional application by the lessees to the Planning Authority arm of the ACT Planning and Land Authority (ACTPLA) would see most of the area converted to townhouse development with little regard given to the retail needs of the Giralang residents. 
Knowing the Development Application was imminent, the main concern of the GRAG was the fact that they were allocated only 15 days in which to respond to any issues of concern to them raised in the DA.

[Petar Djokovic of ACTPLA notified the BCC on 20 March 2008 that Development Application 200801212 had been received from the lessees regarding the development. Residents had until 11 April 2008 to respond to this proposal.]
Belconnen and Northern Arts Network ACT, or BANANA
Background
In late 2006, there was a push to set up a BCC subcommittee which would look at how best to support the need of Belconnen region artists. This subcommittee was called the Belconnen and Northern Arts Network ACT, or BANANA. Experiencing some difficulty, the sub-committee has not met in some time.

General Discussion

There was a free flow of ideas by the participants of the meeting regarding the best way of getting BANANA to the attention of the Belconnen community.

Jan Wawrzynczak Community Arts & Culture Program Manager of the Belconnen Community Service Inc, made the point that BANANA needs to have secretarial support for its interaction with the Belconnen Arts Centre. Jan sees this secretarial support role as essential to the sub-committee’s success. It was not decided at the meeting whether or not this administrative role would be of a voluntary nature.
Contact lists need to be generated so that any business or news generated by BANANA could be forwarded to all concerned Belconnen residents and other groups as required.

The point was made that this particular sub-committee would benefit from being less structured than other sub-committees due to the nature of its business and participants. 

It was agreed by the meeting that further discussion about BANANA’s future is essential. Shirley Gourgaud is to liaise with Jan Wawrzynczak as to how this discussion is to be conducted.
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