	[image: image1.jpg]



	[image: image2.png]ACT Planning &
Land Authority







Meeting Notes

14 January 2009 

ACTPLA  2.00 pm

Attendees:
Garrick Calnan – ACTPLA (chair)
Shirley Gourgaud – BCC

Brian Rhynehart – BCC

Peter Nolan – GRAG

Mike Quirk – ACTPLA

Nuriye Kece – ACTPLA

Trina McFarlane – ACTPLA

Aaron Oshyer – ACTPLA

Liz de Chastel - SGS

1.
Purpose
ACTPLA organised the meeting to inform the Belconnen Community Council (BCC) and the Giralang Residents’ Action Group (GRAG) about the North East Belconnen Retail Study.  On the request of the BCC an update on the Lawson South Planning Study process and Dunlop Shops were also included as agenda items.
2.
North East Belconnen Retail Study

· Garrick provided background information about the Study.  The study area covers Kaleen, Giralang, Lawson and the surrounding suburbs of Evatt, McKellar and part Bruce (Canberra University and Fern Hill Park area).  This study will inform the Lawson South Planning Study in terms of the land area required for retail and commercial purposes.
· Mike explained that SGS was commissioned to undertake the study which would consider demand and supply for retail space in the study area and propose a preferred strategy for ACTPLA’s consideration. 
· ACTPLA will undertake a broader consultation on the preferred retail strategy once SGS study is completed and has been considered by the Government.
· In response to Peter’s question about the drivers for undertaking this study, Garrick answered that a combination of Lawson South Planning Study, Giralang Local Centre issues, interest in expanding the Kaleen Group Centre and the University of Canberra master planning study were factors generating the need for the study.
3.
Issues

· Shirley raised an issue regarding the importance of provision of a pharmacy near aged care units in ensuring social justice.  She was also concerned about the lack of broader approaches in planning that integrates social justice.  The following discussion acknowledged the significance of the co-location of services to achieve better social outcomes.  Nonetheless most services are provided commercially and despite the provision of appropriate land use policies, market forces determine actual locations and delivery of services.   It was suggested that the uses such as aged care facilities should be located at sites where there is already good accessibility to the required services such as pharmacies etc.  Shirley stressed that the provision of a “dispensing unit” rather than a full pharmacy near aged care facilities could be effective. 


· Peter questioned the process in terms of its relation and impact on the development application (lodgement anticipated shortly) process, for the establishment of a Woolworths supermarket at Giralang local shops.  He was concerned that this study would further delay the achievement of an outcome at Giralang which has been an ongoing matter for the past three and a half years.  Peter also commented that the outcome of the DA process could have a significant impact on the Study and Lawson planning as there is potential for a significant change to the supply levels in this region.  

· Garrick responded that any development application lodged would have to be assessed on merit under the Territory Plan and the Study would not prevent that process occurring.  SGS’s Report is due in early February which will be followed with a community consultation on the preferred strategy.  The technical assessment in the Report and feedback from community consultation will assist ACTPLA in making decision on future policy decisions.  
· An important issue discussed relates to the accessibility and impact on existing shops, especially on local shops, as a result of new retail developments either through DA processes or through a study reviewing current policies.  While aiming to minimise travel times for shopping purposes, the continuation of existing centres is highly desirable.  The meeting noted that a large Woolworths supermarket at Giralang will need to draw trade outside Giralang and the levels of impact on existing shops including McKellar and Evatt Local shops will need to be considered together with traffic impacts.  A level of impact that would threaten the overall viability of a centre would be a concern for the Authority.
4.
Lawson Concept Plan Process

· Trina provided an update on the process of Lawson South Planning Study and explained that the Study covers the Territory land in south Lawson (not the northern part of Lawson, which is the site of the former Belconnen Naval Transmission Station). The completion of a draft Study and a public consultation is anticipated during February/March.


· In parallel to the Lawson South Planning Study, investigations into the future of the Lawson electricity zone sub-station and associated transmission lines are being undertaken.    Appropriate buffers and land uses around the station are being investigated, as well as screening treatments to lessen the visual impacts.  In response to a question Trina told that the only known contamination on the Territory land in Lawson is an illegal waste dump and asbestos associated with the reservoirs on Reservoir Hill, which would be dealt with at the time of development.
· Trina explained that public transport is planned through the main transport corridor in Lawson, which would link Aikman Drive and Maribyrnong Avenue.  The topography is an important consideration, and development on slopes above 15% will be prevented.

· Peter asked for GRAG to be included in the consultation process regarding the Lawson South Planning Study.

5. Dunlop Shops

· Aaron provided copies of the approved site plan for Dunlop Shops (DA 200811682 for Block 4 Section 133) and advised that the DA was approved subject to conditions on 8 December 2008.  The proposal is for a new mixed use development, consisting of a single storey building to accommodate 400 sq m of commercial use and a single storey building to accommodate four single attached residential units, in addition to associated car parking, landscaping and other site works.
· The applicant lodged an application for reconsideration of the decision on 11 December 2008.  The application sought to reconsider the condition pertaining to the ceiling height of the residential units and the fencing to the public open space.  The people who made representations on the original application were notified of the application for reconsideration on 15 December 2008 and were provided until 9 January 2009 to make a submission.  A decision on the application for reconsideration is pending. 
6. Actions arising:

· ACTPLA representatives will attend the BCC meeting in mid March to provide update on the NE Belconnen retail study and the Lawson Concept Plan. 
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